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ACCIDENTAL TO INTENTIONAL  
– Finding balance with mixed media collage 
TUTOR: Mahdi Chandler 
 
PLEASE BRING 

• Name tag 
• Coffee mug 
• Plastic to cover your table 
• Water bottle – its summer and we need to keep up our fluids! 

MATERIAL LIST 
• Please wear protective, supportive and comfortable clothing and sturdy, non-slip footwear. 
• Protect your hands with nitrile gloves: 
• Face mask when handling dye powders. If you suffer from respiratory issues, a dual filter face 

mask is recommended. 
 
• Bring along cloth (eg sheer for layering, open weave, textured, or tightly woven canvas), 

thread (eg stitching, couching, knotting, weaving) paper (eg. tissue, handmade, watercolour, 
old paintings and drawings copy paper) Silk, linen, cotton, hemp, viscose or combinations of 
these fibres for best results. At least 60% natural fibre. The fabrics can be recycled clothing, 
sheets, table linen and other things you have or can pick up cheaply from an op shop. 
Coloured and printed fabrics can create some interesting and complex cloths. There is no 
need to go out and spend a fortune. 

 
• A couple of stencils, stamps, lino blocks or a collection of interesting textures, natural or 

manmade eg grasses, bark, packaging materials, bubble wrap, onion bags, cardboard 
cylinders. 

• A smooth surface with a bit of “give” to print on. It could be heavy cotton stretched over a 
padded board or something as simple as an old doona cover from the op shop 

• 2+ silk screens a squeegee, I have several we can share. 
• A silicone mat/s or plastic sheet to work on great for monoprints too. 
• Gell plate round or square approx. 15cm. 
• Masking tape 48mm x 2 rolls 
• Brayer/s. Foam roller/s, a small selection of brushes 
• Acrylic paint a few tubes in your favourite colour range 
• Drawing/mark making materials just bring a few of your favourites. 
• If you have lino tools pop them in too. I have several sets to share 
• 3 or more small ready-made canvases. If you like to stitch I check the backs for accessibility 

and prefer the wider edges or cradled boards/painting panels if you’re more interested in 
mixed media collage 
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• Embellishments if that’s the way you work, shells, driftwood, seed pods, dried leaves, 
feathers, recycled jewellery, bones, buttons, beads, bits of metal etc 

• Hand sewing gear scissors, needles, threads, small pliers 
• Bookbinding gear awl, bone folder/ butter knife 
• A cutting mat 
• 6 x Garbage bags to wrap and batch dyed fabric. 
• A cat litter tray or two, a couple of buckets I find these extremely useful for a multitude of 

dyeing activities Not essential but recommended. Great to help organise and transport wet 
fabric too 

• A notebook and a camera or phone to help keep records. 
• Identify your fabrics with threads, safety pins, knots, buttons etc. 

 
Don’t feel you have to have everything on this list, making do can be very satisfying! 
 

 
Material Fee: $60 – payable on the first day (cash).  
Includes: 
the cost of dyes, auxiliaries, printing inks, some paints and drawing materials, a range of fabrics, 
threads and papers I like to use and some other interesting bits and pieces for you to work with. 
 
If in doubt get in touch mahdi.chandler@gmail.com or 0419234167 - text first or leave a msg. 


